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told about other historical characters, like the Lombard Queen
Gundiperga (about 630), and about St. Cunigund, wife of
the Emperor Henry II, and it is found in several romances
and Scandinavian ballads. It is one of those floating legends
to which story-tellers like to give a local habitation. The story
of "Sir Aldingar" could have been picked up from any number
of folklore sources, and it could have been written at any time
down to the seventeenth century.
Child says that "Sir Patrick Spens" (58) "may or may not
be historical". In 1281, Margaret, the daughter of Alexander
III of Scotland, was married to the King of Norway and she
was escorted to Norway by a number of Scots lords, many
of whom were drowned on the return voyage. Her daughter,
the Maid of Norway, became heir to the Scots crown in
1285. She died on the voyage to Scotland—in a storm, according
to one account. But no name like Patrick Spens is connected
historically with either of these events. Furthermore, as
T. F. Henderson had suggested,3 the ballad could describe
yet a third voyage equally well—the one undertaken for James
VI in 1589 to bring his bride from Denmark, and here a
Patrick Vans does figure. But the evidence is too conjectural
to allow us to connect any of these events with the story of
a ballad which first appears in the eighteenth century.
"Sir Hugh'* (155) has been associated with Hugh of Lincoln,
^who was said to have been murdered by the Jews in 1255.
But the story is a common motif in folklore, an anti-Semitic
legend which appears in many forms in the Middle Ages
(Chaucer uses it in the Prioress* Tale), and there is no reason
to connect the ballad with a definite event. "Queen Eleanor's
Confession" (156) has probably nothing to do with Henry II's
notorious queen. The story of this ballad, too, is based on a
common folklore motif, a merry tale found in Boccaccio and
elsewhere. "Gude Wallace" (157) is not based directly on
thirteenth-century history but is taken from the "Romance
of Wallace" by Blind Harry (c. 1460).
Professor Entwistle has suggested that Robin Hood was an
historical figure of the twelfth century and that the ballads
about him may be early.4 But the only evidence for this Robin

